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We hope you have all been managing well during the recent heatwave. The past few weeks have seen 

some exceptionally high temperatures, which have presented challenges for everyone in our school 

community. We know how difficult it can be to keep children comfortable when the weather is so hot, 

and we are grateful for your support in helping us navigate these conditions.

This week, whilst still warm, has brought much more manageable temperatures and has been a 

welcomed relief for children and staff alike. As we continue to experience warm weather, please 

remember to send your child to school with sun cream already applied, a sun hat, and a water bottle 

(Early Years and Foundation Stage have access to water throughout the day.) We will be ensuring 

children have regular opportunities to drink water throughout the day and will be monitoring outdoor 

activities to keep everyone safe and comfortable.
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Steph Parkinson – Headteacher 

With just a few weeks remaining in the academic year, we are now turning our 

attention to September 2026 and ensuring smooth transitions for all of our children.

Preparing pupils for the next stage in their school journey has become a key priority, 

and we have begun a carefully planned transition programme. Year 2 pupils have 

already met their new teachers ahead of their visit to the junior school next week, 

and transition activities will begin for all children from next week onwards.

On Monday, you will receive a letter with full details about class arrangements for 

next year and our transition programme. We believe that these arrangements will 

help to prepare children for their new classes in the Autumn Term. 

For those children moving onto different schools, we are confident they will enjoy 

their transition day at their new settings.  If with us for the remaining transition 

mornings, they will take part in exciting activities we have organised especially for 

them.

In the meantime, we are all looking forward to making the most of the remaining 

weeks together and ensuring the children enjoy all of the exciting activities and 

learning opportunities we have planned until the end of term.
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We look forward to seeing you and your 

children at the Open Evening on 9th July 

at 6pm – 7 pm. This is a chance for the 

whole family to tour the school, meet 

staff and visit old and new classrooms.

On Friday 10th July you will receive your 

child’s annual report.  
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Governor Day Insight: Adaptive at John Hampden School

One of the highlights of our recent Governor Day was seeing first-hand how 

the staff at John Hampden work to ensure that every child can access 

learning in a way that helps them succeed.

A key approach used throughout the school is adaptive teaching. In simple 

terms, this means that while the whole class learns together, teachers 

carefully adapt their teaching to meet the needs of individual children. Every 

pupil learns differently, and our staff work hard to recognise and respond to 

those differences.

This approach may sound new, but it builds on what was previously known 

as differentiation and has long been part of teaching at John Hampden. It 

reflects the school's commitment to helping every child develop confidence 

and a love of learning.
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Adaptive teaching can take many forms. It might involve working with a small 

group of children who need extra support, providing additional challenge for 

those who are ready to move ahead, or presenting learning in different ways 

so that every pupil can engage with the lesson. The aim is not to give 

everyone the same experience, but to give every child the opportunity to 

achieve their best.

What impressed us most was the teachers' detailed knowledge of their 

pupils. They understand each child's strengths, interests and areas where they 

may need extra help, and they use this understanding to adapt their teaching 

accordingly. This enables all pupils to participate confidently, make progress 

and enjoy learning.

As governors, it was wonderful to see the thought and care that goes into 

ensuring every child at John Hampden is supported to thrive.

James Edley
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WATER BOTTLES

Reminder that we do encourage Year 1 and Year 2 children to bring a bottle of water to school each day to keep on their 

desks—this is in addition to the drink you may provide in a lunch box. In warmer weather many children are glad of the 

chance to keep a drink close by. Children in EYFS have access to water throughout the day in our hydration stations.

LOST PROPERTY

Please check that your child’s school uniform is correctly named. There are a huge number of jumpers and cardigans in 

lost property that are not named so cannot be returned to their owners.

.  
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July

Wednesday1st July – Year 2 Sports Festival

Friday 3rd July – Sports day

Monday 6th July – Induction meeting for new Foundation Stage parents 7pm

Tuesday 7th July – Children meet their new class teachers and visit new schools

Thursday 9th July – Crickets Sports Day 

Thursday 9th July – Open Evening 6pm

Wednesday 15th July 2.30pm – Celebrating Foundation Stage assembly (Ladybirds class)

Thursday 16th July 2.30pm – Celebrating Foundation Stage assembly (Caterpillars class )

Friday 17th July 2.30pm – Celebrating Foundation Stage assembly (Honeybees class) 

Wednesday 22nd July – Year 2 Leavers' Assembly 9.30am (all classes)

 School closes at 1.00pm
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Press Release from Buckinghamshire Council

17 June 2026

Council takes action against driver who failed to stop at school crossing

Buckinghamshire Council is sending a strong message to motorists who break the law when driving outside schools after enabling the successful prosecution of two separate drivers for different 

offences.

The first case related to a dangerous driver who failed to stop for a School Crossing Patroller at a school crossing outside a primary school in High Wycombe. On 16 September 2025 the driver failed to 

stop at the school crossing on Kingsmead Road in High Wycombe, outside Loudwater Combined School.  The vehicle only came to a stop when it was parallel with the School Crossing Patroller who 

was carrying out their normal duty. The incident was witnessed and recorded by parents and the incident was reported to Thames Valley Police.

As a result of the incident, which is an offence under the Road Traffic Act, the driver was summoned to appear at Reading Magistrates’ Court on 8 June 2026. The driver did not appear in court but 

submitted a guilty plea by post. They were subsequently served with a £60 fine and ordered to pay costs of £130 and a surcharge of £24. They were also issued with three points on their driving 

licence.

In the second incident, a driver who has been seen repeatedly pulling up on zig zag lines outside Disraeli School in High Wycombe, was served with a Penalty Charge Notice this week, following the 

matter being brought to the attention of Thames Valley Police by council staff.

Stopping on School Keep Clear road markings is illegal and enforceable if there is a road sign specifying the operating times.  Stopping even briefly to drop off or pick up children is not allowed and any 

breach of this law can result in a Penalty Charge Notice.

Thomas Broom, Buckinghamshire Council’s Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Transport said: “To some people it may seem overly harsh to take someone to court for a singular offence of this 

nature, but the fact of the matter is, failing to stop for a School Crossing Patroller is a serious offence that puts lives in danger. Our action serves as a reminder to anyone who disregards the important 

role our School Crossing Patrollers play, if we can, we will take action against you.”

Thomas added: “Similarly, road markings outside school are there for a reason, to allow clear sight for both pedestrians and drivers. Choosing to ignore the law in this way puts everyone at risk. Please 

keep our school children safe and abide by the rules of the road.”

Buckinghamshire Council runs a regular Stop! It’s The Law awareness campaign to remind drivers of their legal duty to stop for School Crossing Patrollers, protecting children and pedestrians crossing 

the road near schools. The campaign also promotes respect for School Crossing Patrollers who sometimes face unsafe or abusive driver behaviour.
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